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State Officials Join Students to Release Salmon in Celebration of  
Restored Habitat in Berkshires 

 
BOSTON - Massachusetts environmental officials will join students, non-profit and corporate 
partners, and officials of the town of Becket and the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
tomorrow (5/11) at an event marking the completion of a three-year Massachusetts Riverways 
project that restores habitat for Atlantic salmon and other wildlife species, and boosts 
recreational opportunities along Yokum Brook. 
 
Becket’s Yokum Brook is a tributary of the West Branch of the Westfield River. In 1998, the 
upper West Branch supported the first natural spawning of Atlantic salmon in Massachusetts in 
more than 150 years. The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife also stocks several 
hundred young salmon (fry) throughout the Westfield River watershed each spring. To celebrate 
the Yokum Brook restoration project, students of the Becket Washington School plan to release 
salmon fry into the brook tomorrow. The fish were raised at the school this year.  
 
“Yokum Brook is an excellent example of the successful public-private partnerships that are 
hallmarks of the Riverways Program,” Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Ian Bowles 
said. “This is truly a win-win project that not only improved public safety, wildlife habitat and 
recreational opportunities, but also helped advance environmental education among local 
students.” 
 
The Massachusetts Dept. of Fish and Game’s Riverways Program worked with local officials, 
USFWS, and several non-profit organizations to remove the Silk Mill dam from Yokum Brook 
in 2003 and the Ballou Dam in 2007. The town-owned dams had been listed in “poor” and “fair” 
condition, respectively, by the Dept. of Conservation and Recreation’s Office of Dam Safety, 
and their removal relieved public safety hazards. By removing barriers to migration and 
movement, the project benefits fish species such as salmon and eastern brook trout, and 
improved access for anglers and kayakers. 
 

-more- 



 
“Through the work of this extraordinary river partnership, we are celebrating the restoration of 
this important cold water stream, which is one of the most promising habitats in the 
Commonwealth for the restoration of Atlantic salmon,” said Fish and Game Acting 
Commissioner Tom French, who will emcee tomorrow’s event. “We are all looking forward to 
the students releasing fish into a restored stream where they will be able to move freely for the 
first time in over a century.” 
  
There are currently a dozen restoration projects on Riverways’ Priority Project list statewide. 
Once a project is designated as a priority, Riverways works with engineering and habitat 
specialists to assess habitat restoration approaches, and carefully considers public safety and 
infrastructure protection measures as it considers alternatives.  
 

Yokum Brook Restoration Project Partners 
 
Project Lead: Town of Becket 
Project Proponent: Massachusetts Riverways Program, Department of Fish and Game 
 Ballou and Silk Mill Dam Removal Funders: 
Crane and Co. (Silk Mill) 
Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation and the Nature Conservancy 
The Town of Becket 
Riverways Program  
Northeast Utilities System and the Massachusetts Corporate Wetlands Restoration Partnership  
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  
Taconic Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
Sweetwater Trust 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
FishAmerica Foundation and Pro-line Manufacturing 
 Ballou Dam Removal Partners: 
Becket-Washington School 
Westfield River Watershed Association 
Connecticut River Watershed Council 
National Parks Service 
Westfield River Wild and Scenic Advisory Committee 
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 
Mass DEP 
Mass Office of Fishing and Boating Access 
Environmental Protection Agency 
American Rivers  
4Winns Production 
USGS 
Citizens and volunteers from the Town of Becket and surrounding communities 
 Engineering and Design: 
Milone and MacBroom, Inc. 
Foresight Land Services 
Contractor: 
Del-Rich, Inc. (Ballou Dam Removal) 
David Roach and Sons, Inc (Silk Mill Dam Removal) 
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